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(57) Abstract 

PURPOSE: To obtain a picture file registering and 
retrieving device having index pictures easily 
observable and effective for retrieval by extracting a 
character string to be indexes of a document picture on 
the basis of high speed algorithm at the registration of 
the document picture and storing the character string 
independently. 

CONSTITUTION: At the registration of a document 
picture, the user inputs the picture from a picture 
input device 11. The inputted picture is stored in a 
picture memory 1 2 and displayed on a display device 1 3. 
When a picture registration command is inputted from a 
command input device 14, a CPU17 decodes the 
command through a command processing part 15. The 
CPU17 writes the picture data stored in the picture 
memory 12 in an optical disc 19-3 through an optical 
disc interface 19-2. then, the CPU17 starts an index 
extracting device 18-1 to extract an index character 
string. Since the character string extracting algorithm 
executes the feature extraction of picture data and the 
estimation of the index area in each block, shows 
top-down type algorithm referring picture elements when 



necessary and resists against noises, the algorithm can 
flexibly correspond to a high speed and format-unfixed 
document pictures. 
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